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It is going to be especially clear to 

the American people that that is the 
case when an omnibus spending bill is 
brought here this fall and we are asked 
to vote for, again, the largest tax in-
crease in the history of this country 
within the confines of a very, very 
large spending bill. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gentle-
woman’s time has expired. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Chairman, I ask to strike the requisite 
number of words. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam 
Chairman, I rise today on the McHenry 
amendment, which would cut $100,000 
from the USDA, the Department of Ag-
riculture. $100,000, that is the equiva-
lent to what the out-of-pocket costs 
will be if you have a 10 percent cut in 
Medicare Advantage for poor health 
seniors in my State. 

POINT OF ORDER 
Ms. DELAURO. Point of order. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gentle-

woman from Connecticut. 
Ms. DELAURO. The gentleman is en-

gaged in irrelevant debate and is not 
speaking about the issue at hand, the 
Agriculture appropriations bill. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. No, I actu-
ally was. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman will suspend. 

The gentleman from Oregon must 
confine his remarks to the pending 
question. 

The gentleman may proceed. 
Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. I am trying 

to put what $100,000 means in perspec-
tive for people who may actually get 
hit with higher costs because of other 
policy changes coming down the road 
as part of this overall budget. 

I would also point out to my friends 
on the Democratic side of the aisle 
that the Agriculture appropriations 
bill also contains in it language related 
to drug reimportation; and, indeed, 
that is an issue in this bill before this 
House at this time. 

Certainly, if the Medicare Advantage 
plans are whacked in a rural district, 
then perhaps seniors may want to take 
advantage of that provision. I don’t 
know. Because drug reimportation 
poses a whole set of different issues 
that can be problematic, if you have 
seen some of the polluted drugs coming 
in from China right now. 

So that is an issue that concerns me. 
Because if they lose their Medicare Ad-
vantage coverage that may help them 
in that area, who knows what is left in 
terms of cuts in Medicare. 

POINT OF ORDER 
Mr. OBEY. Madam Speaker, point of 

order. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-

tleman will state his point of order. 
Mr. OBEY. The House is not debating 

the issue of Medicare Advantage. The 
House is debating an Agriculture ap-
propriations bill, and the gentleman 
has an obligation to stay on the sub-
ject. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman will direct his remarks to the 
pending question. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 
Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Parliamen-

tary inquiry, Madam Chairman. Is 
there not in the underlying bill lan-
guage dealing with drug importation? 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman from Oregon must maintain an 
ongoing nexus between the pending 
question and any broad policy issues. 

The gentleman from Oregon may 
continue. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. So the pol-
icy here in this context would be re-
lated to drugs, because in the under-
lying bill is drug reimportation lan-
guage. 

There is not? Okay. So you are tell-
ing me in the Agriculture appropria-
tions bill there is no language in there 
that deals with drug importation. That 
is news, if you read the bill. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman will suspend. 

Currently pending the House has be-
fore it the amendment of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina to the 
amendment of the gentleman from 
Georgia. That is the business that is 
pending. That is the question that the 
gentleman’s remarks should be di-
rected to. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. So you can’t 
talk about anything else in the agri-
culture bill, just the $100,000 cut. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Chair 
has ruled that the gentleman should 
confine his remarks to the pending 
question, which is the McHenry amend-
ment to the Gingrey amendment. 

POINT OF ORDER 
Mr. WESTMORELAND. Point of 

order. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-

tleman from Georgia has a point of 
order. Please state it. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Chairman, do the rules of this House 
apply the same to every Member of the 
House? 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Is the gen-
tleman stating a parliamentary in-
quiry or a point of order? 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. A parliamen-
tary inquiry. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Does the 
gentleman from Oregon yield for that 
purpose? 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. I would be 
happy to yield. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 
Mr. WESTMORELAND. Parliamen-

tary inquiry, Madam Chairman. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. State your 

parliamentary inquiry. 
Mr. WESTMORELAND. Do the rules 

of this House apply to every Member 
equally? 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman is correct. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Chairman, further parliamentary in-
quiry. Is it not true that the chairman 
of Energy and Commerce came to the 
floor and never mentioned the amend-
ment that was being discussed? 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman is not stating a parliamentary 
inquiry. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Further par-
liamentary inquiry. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. I continue 
to yield. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. The same 
parliamentary inquiry. Is it not true 
that when the gentleman that is chair 
of Energy and Commerce—— 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Chair 
does not exercise initiative in this area 
but only rules on points of order as 
they are made. 

The gentleman from Oregon is recog-
nized. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Thank you, 
Madam Chairman. I will try and con-
fine my remarks more to the McHenry 
amendment, which, as we know, would 
cut $100,000 out of the Department of 
Agriculture. 

Now, that $100,000 may not seem like 
a lot to many on this floor, but it may 
seem like a lot to a senior if they are 
going to lose their Medicare Advantage 
plan. But I know that is not the issue 
before us at this moment. The issue 
really is, how do you control spending 
in the Federal government? 

I think one of the ways you control 
spending in the Federal government is 
through the McHenry amendment. Be-
cause the McHenry amendment reduces 
Federal spending by $100,000, which 
may not seem like a lot to some and 
they may not want us to talk about 
how it could be used in other programs 
that may come before this House at a 
different time in a different way. But 
certainly, if you were going to lose 
your Medicare, you would be concerned 
about you might save $100,000 here that 
could be used somewhere else so you 
did not have to raise taxes on, say, 
health insurance. 

Saving $100,000 here is a good thing. 
It may not seem like a lot, but it is 
still a good thing. It reduces spending, 
and this government has had trouble 
reducing spending. We have spent a lot 
of time on this floor debating amounts 
that are even less than $100,000. I would 
like to see us go farther than that, be-
cause I also know in other committees 
there is debate going on about having 
to raise revenues to fund other pro-
grams. 

POINT OF ORDER 
Ms. DELAURO. Point of order. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gentle-

woman will state her point of order. 
Ms. DELAURO. The gentleman’s re-

marks need to be confined to the issue 
at hand, the matter at hand. The 
amendment has to do with the Office of 
the Secretary of Agriculture. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. That is 
what I am speaking to, Madam Chair-
man. I am speaking to the $100,000 cut 
in the Office of the Secretary of Agri-
culture. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman will suspend. 
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